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Reading 
 

Reading is one of the simplest and most valuable ways a child can spend their time. Time 
spent reading is important for developing children’s reading skills, building their vocabulary, 
and developing their general knowledge. 
 
This half term, we are continuing to raise the profile of reading and are expecting children to read 
every night at home to build up their stamina and pace as we continue to prepare the children for the 
transition to secondary school.  
 
We ask that the children are listened to by an adult or older sibling daily and that this is recorded. It is 
important that this is then signed to show they have read. If you can question the children on what 
they have been reading it will support them in their understanding of the text.  
 
These are some different types of questions you could use: 

● How does the character feel? What words has the author used to tell you this? 
● What personality traits does the character have? 
● What do they do or say to make you think this? 
● What do other characters say about them that also gives you clues? 
●  What language has the author used to make the reader more engaged? 
● What questions would you ask the character to find out more? 
● What happened in the story/chapter? 

● If you are reading a non-fiction text. How is the text organised to help the reader? 

Spellings 
 
Over this half term, it is important that children continue to work on learning their Year 6 spellings, 
this will help them improve their writing and help them feel more confident writing at a Year 6 
standard.  
 
There are lots of resources online to make learning spellings more fun – This is a really good website 
that has lots of free educational games. https://spellingframe.co.uk/ 
 

Times Tables  
Children knowing their times tables is hugely important. 
Times tables will improve quick recall and support the children’s 
arithmetic skills, using TT Rock stars everyday will quickly develop 
children’s times tables knowledge. 
 
Where possible, please can we ask that your child has access 
to this website. If there are any problems, please speak to your child’s teacher. 

https://spellingframe.co.uk/


Maths 
 
It is really important that the children continue to focus on daily arithmetic skills during this last 
term. We would recommend visiting this website for daily challenges www.corbettmaths.com - it is 
vitally important that this is done little and often. 
 
This link also has clear guides to areas of maths that will support your child in any areas of maths 
they are unsure of.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/subjects/z826n39 

Ways you can help your child with the transition  
 
Here are a few ways you can support your child with the build-up to transition.  
 
1. Becoming responsible for their school items 
Throughout this term, give your child increasing responsibility for their belongings. Encourage them 
to pack their own PE kit, remember their own homework, and put their school uniform away. You 
could create a checklist together that they can work through before bed to prepare for the next day. 
 
2. Recognising their strengths and areas for development 
Read through your child’s school report together, allowing time to praise the positive feedback and 
talk through the constructive. Ask your child to highlight topics they’d like to improve on. What steps 
would they like to take? 
 
3. Strengthening their time management skills 
Lesson timetables, assembly timetables, homework timetables, revision timetables – they’re all 
about to become a big feature of your child’s secondary education. A shared family calendar stuck to 
the fridge can help your child get familiar with using schedules in their home life first, before moving 
on to create a personalised study timetable together.  
 
4. Exploring new connections together 
Watching open-day videos and attending induction visits can help them feel connected to their new 
school. If they’ll be taking public transport to their new school, travel the route together several 
times to help them get comfortable with timings and connections. Many secondary schools have a 
WhatsApp group or forum for parents of new pupils, and this is a great way for both of you to meet 
other families (and arrange car shares!). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

 


